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PROVROMO overo Saggi© di akune In- 
ventloni nuove premeflTo all ARTE MAE^ 
STR A di P. Francifco Lana della Campagnia dl 
Jcfu. in Brefcia^ 1670,111 4^ 



THis Introduftion is premifed to a Work ^ defigned 
by the Author to Oiew the Valuablenefs of the Prin- 
ciples and Koowledg of Natural Philofophy, byfomeof 
the more confiderable Inventions and Experiments hi? 
iherto found in Authors^ and other new ones of this VVri^ 
Jer himfelf ; v/ho having in his Preface with much free- 
dom reprefented and animadverted upon the Errors com- 
nittedbythofe^ that have and do treat of Natural Phi- 
lofophy 
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lofopby, and infiftedmuch upon the Lord Bacon ( though 
not named)his method and way of Philofophifing^gi veth us 
in this Prodromm an Ejjaji of fome fby himerteemed ufe- 
ful) Difcoveries and Pracaifes^ for which we are obliged 
to Philofophy. Of the many particulars 5 he reckons up 
and dilcourfcs of in this Fore-runnerj we (hall only recipe 
one, and recommend it to the trial of the Curious 3 which 
is a Way to mak$ any Flower f or Fruits grow ripitfdOHt Seed > 
and which our Author defcribethj as follows. 

I took (faith he) a quantity of Orange^flowers, and 
put them into half a pound ofOyl of fwett Almonds, toge- 
ther with a little Rocballom^ and fo inclofed all ina glafs^ 
flask J which being well ftopp'd, lexpos'dto the Sun for 
a Monthj adding ftill more flowers, when I found the firfi: 
were putrified, yet without taking thefe cut* A Month 
being pafsdj I powr'dout the Oyl, impregnated with the 
vertue of thofe flowers and very odoriferousj into feverai 
Glafs.Vialsj and carefully fet them afide, leaving them 
untouch'd till the next Spring 5 at which time looking up~- 
on thefe Vials, I obferved w'thin them certain flomrs 
fwimmingin theOylj which to me appealed not at all dif- 
ferent from true and freOi Leaves and Flowers of the O- 
range^Tree* But the wonder encreafed fome Months af- 
ter^when the hot feafon being advanced^ the Flowers were 
turned into Fruit about the fame time that fach fruit was 
ripen'd upon the Tree?, there being feen at the bottom of 
the Vials fome fmall Oranges with their proper colour, to- 
gether with thofe fmali fpecksj v;hich that fruit ufeth to 
have 5 fo that they were in nothing diftinguiihable from 
true Oranges, their fmalnefe escceptcd. 

There are many ( fo he goes on ) in the Colledge o^Rom^ 
whom I might alledge as V/itnefies of this curious Meta- 
morpkofs^ but one ftiail ferve for all > *ind that is his Excel- 
lency 
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lency Signior Inmcmtk Cmti, now LieiiteDantGeoeral 
oftheArmyofthe Churchy whole high Extradion , rare 
Valour 5 and fublime Wit and Knowledge^ have been al- 
wayes admired by me* He was pleas'd to accept of one 
of thefe Vials from my handsjin which every year hither- 
t4 in the feafon of the Bloffomingof Oranges>fuch Flowers 
are km^ which at the time of the ripenefs of the Fruit -are 
alfo transformed into Fmit^ 

Joh. Henr. Meibomii de CEREVISHS, 

potibufque 6c ebriaminibus extra Vinum aliis 
Commentarius , annexe libello TurmM (k Vim^ 
Helmeftadii 1 668. in 4"^, 

^He Publillierof this Commentarf^ f but latelf come 
_ to our knowledge) who is the Son of its Author, 
renders in the Preface a reafon ^ why afrcr lb many Books^ 
formerly publifli'd on the fame fubjeft^ by Gd%im^ Grata-^ 
rolm^ Haggecim, Schooktm, &cc. he would yet publifti this 
alfo : In the doing of which he alledgeth , that thefe hn* 
thors having only a Medical aim, didmeerly examine the 
nature and quality of thofe forts of Bierj which are ir^s? 
in ufe :, but that this Writer fearcheth and relateth from 
remoteft Antiquity all kinds of drinks , ufed by all forts 
of Nations^ and compareth them with the Modern drinks j 
difcourfing of their life only by the by, 

Thi3done he difcourfeth out of Authors^ how and by 
v/honij after the firft ufe oi Water znd Milk^, were intror 
duced the drinks made out o^ Vegetables \ as the Vine^Bar- 
ky^ Wheat. Maiz^ Millet 5 Oats 5 Rice 5 Apples, Pears^^ 
Pomegranates 5 and the various Juyces tapped out of 
Trees ^ as the Palm^ Birch^ J^Sycamore, Maple^ and many 
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more. To whicli he adds thofe driuks, that are prepared 
out o^Roott^ Berries^ Sugar ^ and Sugar Canes, and the like* 
Then he proceeds to that lufcious drink, which is made out 
of that Animal fubftance Hony, called Me^th , and found 
mentioned in fbme of the moft ancient Writers^ amongft 
whom he cite th Orpheus-^ 



V 



'Et> li av (JVj jLUv 'i^ai vtto ^^miv u\|;i;(9/^i(7i 
'^E^pm fu^vov^ fMKicKrmv i^^ofj^^m 

Atjcdv — ^ — . ^ 

foflquamigitur cernes ipjumjub quercubus aUk 
Depoftum^ Sncco ex Apibus, mox vincula membris 
Injice 

Which relate^hto the Fablej in which the Night is re^ 
prefented to have counfelled 5^^;^/>e^defigning to dethrone 
and caftrate his father Saturn^xhikt he fhould by making him 
drunk with iI/(?^^^> caft him into a deep fleep^ and fo do 
with him what he pleafed. 

To thefe he fubjoyneth many intoxicating Drinks, made 
with narcotick and other hearbs ; as alfo the various ftu* 
pifying Fumes ^ among which Tobacco is now fo fathous 
and commons to which he applieth what Virgil fings of 
€aco 5 

Fauci bus iffgentemfumum , mirabile diBu^ 
Evomitj invohitqne domumtaltgme c£cd^ 
Pro^eUum eripiens oculif^ glomeritquefiib aurm 
Fnmifenam no&em^ commiflis igm timbris^ 

He concludeth all with the modern various wayes of 
Bremng Bier j of which fee the Difcon^fe it feJf) 
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The annexed TraCf of Turmbus is both elegant, and con- 
fiderable for the Obfervations therein alledgcd, to 
fliew the noxious elTeCts ^of Wine in thofe people > 
that drink much of that liquor 5 preferring good Water, 
MillcBierjand efpecially good Cider^ far abote it ; and ta^ 
king noticcj that Wine-drinkers have generally morede^ 
form^djlower and drier bodiesj as alfb fliaking limbs^ and z 
more hafty decay of fight, than others. 
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Errata. 

TN Numb. 68. p- 2081 . 1. 10. r. Chjlms Vrim. In the Index an- 
. nQK^d to N^mb. 62. add at the very end of the particulars^ 
lifted under the Letter M, after the word Refihmion , thefe two 
g)umbers,67, 2058* 

In this Numb. 69, p. 2P9t># I, 15 , r. ^>r his Angels, p.209 
US. t.Expmemf. Do^or, p..209f... L 4. ^ther mJ. 
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